How People Help Nature in Oil Spills 

Oil spills can make wildlife and plants sick and even die. But people can sometimes help nature in an oil spill. Some people are wildlife rescuers. They go to a special class to learn how to clean oil from animals. 

If you see an animal that looks like it is in trouble, contact a wildlife rescuer. If you touch the animal, you can get hurt or even hurt the animal. If you live in the Gulf of Mexico, and you see wildlife in trouble, the main Gulf oil spill rescue hotline is 1-866-557-1401. 

How do wildlife rescuers help nature in an oil spill?


Sea Turtles 

There are five kinds of sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico, and they are all endangered or threatened species. Oil hurts sea turtles because:

· Sea turtles eat oil blobs, which they think are jellyfish, one of their favorite snacks.

· Baby sea turtles find it hard to swim through the oil.

· Oil damages sea grass, which one kind of sea turtle eats.

Wildlife rescuers bring the turtles to a rehabilitation center. They warm the turtles, clean them, and feed them healthy things so all the oil comes out of their stomachs. Later, when the sea turtles are strong again, they release the turtles in a safe place.
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Birds 
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In the Gulf of Mexico, some birds live at sea and some wade in shallow waters in nearby wetlands.  Oil hurts birds because:

· It gets in their throats and stomachs. 

· It gets on their wings so their feathers are no longer waterproof, and they get cold.

Most birds don't survive oil damage. But wildlife rescuers can help some of these birds recover by first feeding them something so their stomachs get better. Once the birds are warmed up and calm, the volunteers can clean and care for them until they can be released back into the wild.

Learn more about how the oil is removed from birds at the International Bird Rescue Center.
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Marine Mammals 

[image: image4.jpg]- Prwrs. . -




Many dolphins and other marine mammals (perhaps even sperm whales) will be affected by the oil in the Gulf of Mexico because:

· When they come to the ocean's surface to breathe air, they can breathe in oil fumes. 

· The fish they eat may contain oil. 

Rescuing large marine mammals is difficult; wildlife rescuers help smaller marine mammals by cleaning them and keeping them in a safe place until they can be released back to the wild.

